
 
PROJECT PLANNING FORM 
 
 
Project title: What is PBL? 
 
Teacher(s): LaPorte/Grossman 
 
School: SWCTA 
 
Grade level(s): 9th Grade 
 
Subjects: English 
 
 



Begin with the End in Mind 
 
Summarize the theme or “big ideas” for this project. 
 
• The goal of this project is to provide an introduction of what project-based learning is, specifically at 
SWCTA, and to explore the different modes/methods that a student can present their understanding 
of this method in relation to a particular concept. 

 
Identify the content standards that students will learn in this project (two to three per subject). 
 
RL & RI.9-10.1 = Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 

        says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
 
W.9-10.2 = Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and   
                   information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and  
                   analysis of content. 
 
SL.9-10.1 = Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in  
                   groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9-10 topics, texts, and issues,  
                   building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
 
L.9-10.1 = Use parallel structure. 
 
L.9-10.2 = Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, prepositional,  
                 absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to convey  
                 specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or presentations. 
 

 
Identify key skills students will learn in this project. 
List only those skills you plan to assess (two to four per project). 
 
1. Students will be able to identify and apply concepts of Project-Based Learning. 
2. Students will be able to present to an audience with basic public-speaking skills. 
3. Students will be able to work collaboratively to complete a common goal. 
 

 
Identify the habits of mind that students will practice in this project (one or two per project). 
 
1. Students will begin applying their skills gained in a traditional classroom and reinterpreting or 
modifying those skills for a Project-Based Learning method. 
 

 
Identify district outcomes or school-wide outcomes to be included in this project. 
 
1. All students can achieve higher-level/critical thinking through innovative and creative problem-
solving, decision-making, and communication skills. 



Craft the Driving Question 
 
State the Essential question or problem statement. The statement should encompass all project 
content and outcomes, and provide a central focus for student inquiry. 
 
What is Project-Based Learning and how can it improve our understanding of inferences? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Plan the Assessment 
 
Step 1: Define the products and artifacts for the project: 

 
Early in the Project: 
 
1. Group plan mapping the timeline to complete project 
2. Group contract 
 
 

 
During the Project: 
 
1. Selection of 21st Century tools to build lesson 
2. Outline/Draft of plan to improve project 
 

 
End of the Project: 
 
1. Presentation of findings and ability to articulate the positive qualities of a PBL product using 21st 
Century Technologies and how it impacts learning 
3. Completion of process paper 
 
 



Plan the Assessment 
 
Step 2: State the criteria for exemplary performance for each product: 

 
Product: 21st Century Project Sample 
Criteria: 
1. Uses original project as a template 
2. Clearly articulates mastery of stated objectives 
3. Includes available technologies to improve original 
 

 
Product: Process Paper 
Criteria: 
1. Provides a clear “roadmap” of how project was completed 
2. Includes reflective components that showcase the high’s and low’s of the process 
3. Displays mastery of identified writing & language skills as identified by the CCSS 
 
 
 
 

• Do the products and criteria align with the standards and outcomes for the project? 



Map the Project 
 
Look at one major product for the project and analyze the tasks necessary to produce a high-quality 
product. What do students need to know and be able to do to complete the tasks successfully? How 
and when will they learn the necessary knowledge and skills? 

 
Product: Process Paper 
 
 
 

 (Check appropriate box) 
KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS 
NEEDED 

ALREADY 
HAVE 
LEARNED 

TAUGHT 
BEFORE THE 
PROJECT 

TAUGHT 
DURING THE 
PROJECT 

1. Understanding basic qualities of 
expository writing 
 

 X  

2. Use parallel structure. 
 

 X X 
3. Use various types of phrases 
(noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, 
participial, prepositional, absolute) 
and clauses (independent, 
dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) 
to convey specific meanings and add 
variety and interest to writing or 
presentations. 

 X X 

 
What project tools will you use? 
 
 Journals  
 Tasks lists  
 Problem logs  

 
• Do the products and tasks give all students the opportunity to demonstrate what they have 

learned? 



Map the Project 
 
Draw the storyboard for this project, with activities, resources, timelines, and milestones. 
 
8/30-31 Homework: Students will watch the short film adaptation of “The Giving Tree” 
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fbLaX20hNw8) and inference video for Reading Literature 
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xph8Oj3muGg) 
 
Resources: 
http://www.brighthubeducation.com/high-school-english-lessons/28571-making-inferences-and-
predictions-in-literature/ 
 
Day 1 (9/3 & 9/4) 
Goal: I can draw inferences from literary text to make and support an analysis that goes beyond the 
obvious by using strong and thorough evidence gathered from reading. 
 
Teacher will bring up Google Document and begin class discussing the inferences that were made by 
students for homework. The inferences will be stand-alone statements (w/o any evidence). Follow-up 
discussion will require students to identify evidence from the text to support inferences. In groups, 
they must then be able to draw conclusions about the character of the tree and the small boy. Also, 
they must be able to defend their opinions regarding their conclusions. 
 
Homework: Student will read the informational text article “Fresh Hell” by Laura Miller (TBD). Each 
student will highlight any words they do not know from the article. Each student will create a 3-
sentence essay response identifying the core message of the article. 
 
Day 2 (9/5 & 9/6) 
Goal: I can draw inferences from informational text to make and support an analysis that goes beyond 
the obvious by using strong and thorough evidence. 
 
Teacher will discuss with the students their identification of the core message. Students will discuss in 
their groups any words they did not understand. For each word they did not understand, they will 
identify the sentence and then explain what was being stated. Teacher will hand out list of questions 
requiring the use of inferences and identification of evidence to support ideas. Students will answer as 
a group and then convene for large-group communication. 
 
Day 3 (9/7 & 9/10) 
 
Introduction to project: Ask students to make a guess about the phrase “Project-Based Learning.” 
 
Once students have made their guesses, ask them to watch “What is PBL?” 
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LMCZvGesRz8). Once the video is over, ask the students to then 
read a short article on PBL, http://www.bie.org/about/what_is_pbl/. Once completed, ask students 
to generate an idea of what PBL is. 
 
Each group of students will be required to create a presentation that teaches the basic components of 
inferencing. Explain the basic components of how they will be assessed and the necessary materials 
they will need to use to complete the task. Each group will be required to an explanation of the 
concept, an activity to practice the task and a reflection about what they learned as a group. The 
anchor text for the activity will be a children’s book of their choosing. Throughout the project, 
students will be required to reflect upon their process and dissect their process of completing this 
project.  



 
Also, each group will need to have a contract and meet the criteria of the self-paced checklist. 
Students will have from 9/11-24 to complete the components of the checklist. Additionally, students 
will be responsible for watching selected videos at home to prepare for the project. The students will 
also be participating in online discussion forums to dissect the process and possible problems that can 
occur during a PBL. 
 
Required Materials to be Completed (Student groups will have checklist) 
 
• Written contract with required information (See Example A for requirements) 
• Identification of roles and duties (students will create and define this jobs to best support their 
project) 
• Review of sample process paper 
• Critical Friends with two other groups 
• Decision of children’s book 
• Identification of activity to be taught 
• Identification of technological component to be included 
• Outline of presentation 
• Rehearsal with instructor 
 
Required Videos to be completed 
 
• Top 10 Presentation Mistakes and how to avoid them Part 1, Part 2, Part 3 (Using Ted-Ed) 
• Sample Student Presentations to be uploaded to Edmodo for reflection 
 
Practice presentations will be an option for students at any time during the course of the project. An 
official practice presentation will take place with each group and the instructor on 9/25-26, prior to 
the official presentation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Example A: Student Contract Requirements 
 
Each group must have the following clauses in their contract.   
 

1. Attendance  
a. How will you keep team members informed when they are absent? 
b. What are the consequences when a group member misses class due 

to sickness or personal emergency? 
c. What are the consequences when a group member has an 

unexcused absence? 
d. What are the consequences if a group member misses the group 

presentation? 
2. Member Dismissal 

a. For what reasons will you consider firing a member from your 
group? These should be bulleted and specific in order to be 
enforced. 

b. Firing is a last resort.  What steps will you take to prevent the 
situation from reaching this point? This must be a (5) step process. 

3. Work Division 
a. How will you assign and evaluate the division of work so that it is 

equal amongst each group member? 
b. How will you keep track of what each team member is responsible 

for and who will be responsible for ensuring the work is complete? 
4. Leadership 

a. How will you designate a team leader? 
b. How will you reach consensus on who gets the leadership bonus at 

the conclusion of the project? 
5. Contact 

a. What contact information will you require of each other? 
b. Provide outside of school contact info – phone number, outside 

email, and any other important info. This must be included in the 
contract. 

6. Communication 
a. How will you ensure that communication is maintained throughout 

the duration of the project? Identify 2-3 ways to communicate, 
especially in the case of an illness or family emergency. 

 
 
 
 


